
ROLLING THUNDER
®
 TIMES  

February 2012     National   Volume 17 Issue 2 

 

ñWhen one American is not worth the effort to be found, we as Americans have lostò 

 

 
Rolling Thunder XXV 
"Ride for Freedom" 

Sunday, May 27, 2012 
 

Information is posted on 
the Rolling Thunder® Inc. National 

Website 
www.rollingthunder1.com 

 
Host Hotel 

Hyatt Regency Crystal City VA 
703-418-1234 

 
Rate $118.00/Parking $13.00 Per Night 

Ask for the Rolling Thunder Rate 

 Upcoming New Jersey Events 
 

February 2012 
2/16  National: Lyons VA Hospital PTSD Ward Visit 7 PM 

2/19 National: Regular monthly meeting, Manville, VFW, 1 PM 

2/20 Presidents Day (Observed) 
 

March 2012 
3/15  National: Lyons VA Nursing Home Visit 7 PM 

3/25 National: Regular monthly meeting, Manville, VFW, 1 PM 

 

 
Inclement weather may result in a delay or rescheduling of a VA visit. 

For information please call 908-647-0180 ext 427 to find out if the event is still 
on for the scheduled date. Schedule on last page. 

   

Remember Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl  

 

 

 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

 
The Rolling Thunder ® Inc. National  

membership meeting at the  
Manville VFW for March 2012 

 
Has been changed to: 

 
MARCH 25, 2012 @ 1PM (4th Sunday of the month) 

 
Please mark this change on your calendar and pass this  

on to all National Members. 
 

 

Flame Of Freedom 
www.rtflameoffreedom.com 

 
 
 

Look 
 
 
 

 
Check the website for details  

 
 

 

 

When one American is not 
worth the effort to be found, 
we as Americans have lost. 

 

 Chapter Events - Pg 5 

Biographies POW/MIA - Pg 6 
Monthly Meeting Minutes - Pgs 7-9 
Bits & Pieces - Pgs 10-11 
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ROLLING THUNDER®, INC. 
 

Mission Statement 
The major function of Rolling Thunder

®
, Inc. is to 

publicize the POW/MIA issue:  To educate the public 
that many American Prisoners of War were left behind 
after all previous wars, and to help correct the past and 
to protect future veterans from being left behind 
should they become Prisoners Of War -Missing In 
Action.  We are also committed to helping American 
veterans from all wars. 

_______________________________________________ 
 
Rolling Thunder

®
, Inc. is a non -profit organization and 

everyone donates his or her time because they believe in 
the POW-MIA issue that we are working on.  All meetings 
must be orderly and every member must be heard.  
Everyone is as important as the next.  Everyone has 
different views and we must all work together in an orderly 
manner. 
 
Every Chapter must have an agenda to run a meeting.  
Everyone must get their turn to talk about any issue that 
concerns Rolling Thunder

®
, Inc. and its members 

 
 
The Constitution and By-Laws of Rolling Thunder

®
, Inc. will not be 

changed or altered by any Chapter and everyone must abide by 
this constitution.  Chapters may have addendum By-Laws for their 
Chapter only 

 

 Meetings are held on: 

3rd Sunday of every month at 1PM 
Meeting Location: VFW 600 Washington St. Manville, NJ 

(unless otherwise indicated in the events section) 
 

ARTICLES IN THIS NEWSLETTER ARE NOT 
NECESSARILY THE VIEWS OR OPINIONS OF 

ROLLING THUNDER®, INC. 

 
To offer information to the newsletter it must be submitted by the 

15th of the month to get in the next months newsletter. 
 

Newsletter Editor:  National Office 
P.O. Box 216, Neshanic Station, NJ  08853 

Phone:  908 -369-5439     Fax:  908 -369-2072 
Email:  rtnj1@att.net 

Website:  www.rollingthunder1.com 

 

Officers: 
Executive Director  
President  
Vice President  
Secretary  
Treasurer  
Chairman of the Board 
 
Board of Directors: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alt. Board Members: 
 
 
National  Attorney 
 
National Veteran 
Rights Officer 
Head of Security &  
Sergeant-at-Arms 
 
Quartermaster 
 

 

 
Artie Muller 
Gary Scheffmeyer 
Joe Bean 
Catie Kmetz  
Ted Glover  
Mike Cobb 
 
Gus Dante 
Nancy Franke 
Mark Given 
Billy Parker 
Nancy Regg 
Lucy Walsh 
 
Tom McAtee 
Jay Horne  
 
Bob Kuchinsky 
 
Pete Zaleski 
 
Craig Gerhartz 
  
 
Richard Cox 
Bob Piscopo 

 

 
908-369-5439 
908-735-4861 
610-792-3626 
732-888-8444 
908-475-2874 
908-238-1819 
 
908-369-7721 
609-306-5248 
908-370-9495 
609-709-7281 
908-310-3268 
908-735-8756 
 
908-797-4200 
908-752-5309 
 
908 -782-4911 
 
908-892-5251 
732-308-1051 
732-390-1157 
 
 
732-372-5443 
732-926-8331 

  

Media & Public Relations 

nregg2@comcast.net 
 
Run Coordinator 
Jackdaniels729@msn.com 

 
Sunshine Committee 
katebarna@yahoo.com 

 
Packages for the Troops 
 
Chapter Reports/ 
Relations 
 
Chapters Activity Report 
 
Education Committee 
 
Gulf War Affairs 
 
 
Gold Star Mothers 
Committee 
 

 

Nancy Regg  
 
 
Gerry Franke 
 
 
Kate Fentzlaff 
      Cell  
 
Frank Fentzlaff-Cell 
                      Home 
Pete Zaleski 
 
 
Richard Cox 
 
Gary Domanski 
 
Mark Given 
 
 
Pete Zaleski 
 

 

908-310-3268 
 
 
609-577-8898 
 
 
 
570-242-7998 
 
908-246-3567 
610-381-4361 
908-892-5251 
732-308-1051 
 
732-672-6531 
 
908-369-4785 
 
908-370-9495 
 
 
908-892-5251 
732-308-1051 
 

 
Federal Legislative & Government Affairs 

  Lyonôs VA Hospital Visits 
wallu1@comcast.net 

Lucy Walsh 
Cell 

908-735-8756 
908-500-5826 

 Tom Bender 
Ted Shpak  

908-391-9043 
703-966-9244 
 

  
Color Guard 

 
Jay Horne 

 
908-752-5309 

 
Government Links 

 
www.house.gov 

 
www.senate.gov 

 KIA Service & Remembrance  Billy Parker 
 
 

609-709-7281 
 

Congress Operator 
 

202-224-3121 
 

  Junior Members Comm. Bernice Dohn 
Pat Kerr 

203-414-3558 
732-388-0864 

Membership Committee/Junior Membership/Roster: 
Nancy Franke    Foxyzz28@aol.com   609-306-5248 

 Flame of Freedom 
www.rtflameoffreedom.com 

 

 
John McKendree 

 
662-607-0611 

       

mailto:nregg2@comcast.net
mailto:katebarna@yahoo.com
mailto:wallu1@comcast.net
mailto:Foxyzz28@aol.com
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Dear Members: 
  
  

Now that 2012 is here I hope everyone had a ñSafe and Happy New Year.ò  It has been very 
quiet here is the Northeast. The weather has been unseasonably warm, which is fine with 
everyone, after the freak 2011 Halloween snow storm that created a lot of damage and 
destruction here in New Jersey. We have had days in the 60 degree range and a lot of 
motorcycle are out on the road for warm weather winter riding. 
 
In January, National went to the Lyons VA Nursing Home for our monthly visit. The Vets had 
hoagies, soda and cookies for dinner and then they played bingo for the next hour. They really 
get a kick out of it especially once someone wins and we give them a canteen book. Every time 
someone wins they get a canteen book until we run out. They always have a great time and if it 
was up to them we would be back every week. Next month we are going to the PTSD Ward and 
bring a home cooked dinner to the Veterans. 
 
Although it is just the beginning of February, believe it or not Memorial Day is just around the 
corner, which means the ñAnnual Ride for Freedomò demonstration is close at hand. It is hard to 
believe that this year is the 25th Anniversary of the demonstration. Plans have been in the works 
for months and invitations have been sent out. 
 
Itôs time to remind everyone to make their reservations for Washington, DC. If you want to stay 
at Nationals hotel, we are at the Hyatt Regency Crystal City, VA again this year. The hotel is 
filling rapidly for the 25th Anniversary so if you have not called for your reservation yet, we 
recommend calling between 9AM and 5PM, Monday thru Friday and ask for in-house 
reservations. The phone number to call is 703-418-1234. If you call any other time you may get 
the central reservations desk and they know nothing about the Rolling Thunder® rate. This year 
the price of room is $118.00 and motorcycle parking is free. 
 
 

Please keep our troops and the POW/MIAôs in your hearts and in your prayers. 
ñThank you, Veterans!ò and ñGod Bless America!ò 

 
 

Yours truly, 
 

 
Gary M. Scheffmeyer 
National President 
Rolling Thunder® Inc.  
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Ricky James Loften 65, Nam Vet U.S. Navy, Hillsborough 
Richard J. Jaskulski Sr. 68, Nam Vet U.S. Army, South Bound Brook 
George Michael Furino 66, Nam Vet U.S. Army, Toms River 
Kenneth J. Keimig 63, Nam Vet U.S. Army, Manville 

 
Doug F. Meyers 65, passed away December 2, 2011. He was a Vietnam Vet and served in the U.S. Army. He was a 

member of Rolling Thunder Chapter 5 Michigan for 3 years and enjoyed working on our issues and helping Veterans in 
need. Doug will be missed by all. May he ride free in the Heavens above. 

 
Ron Jolly 66, passed away December 10, 2011. He was a Vietnam Veteran served in the U.S. Army. He was a member 
of Rolling Thunder Chapter 1 Indiana for over thirteen years. He was a charter member that organized the chapter, past 

president, board member of the chapter and held many different positions. He enjoyed working on our issues and helping 
Veterans. Ron will be missed by all. May he ride free in the Heavens above. 

 
Gary Prendergast 63, passed away December 24, 2011. He was a Vietnam Vet served in the U.S. Army. He was a new 

member of Rolling Thunder Chapter 4 Tennessee. Gary will be missed by all who knew him. May he ride free in the 
Heavens above. 

 
James McGee Sr. 62, passed away January 24, 2012. He was a Vietnam Vet served in the U.S. Army. He was a of 

Rolling Thunder Chapter 5 Tennessee. Jim was very active with the chapter and very dedicated to the POW/MIA issue. 
He also served on the Honor Guard, Color Guard and assisted as a DOT trained military funeral Honor Guard. Jim will be 

missed by all. May he ride free in the Heavens above. 
 

James E. Brady 57, passes away January 23, 2012. He was a Vietnam Vet in the U.S. Navy. He was a member of Rolling 
Thunder Chapter 4 Tennessee. He was a very active member and enjoyed working on our issues and helping Veterans. 

Jim will be misses by all. May he ride free in the Heavens above. 
 

Our respect to all family and friends. May our Brothers and Sisters be at Peace with the Lord. May those who served 
Honorably Rest in Peace in the soil they fought for Freedom for all. Those who remain Prisoners of War/Missing in Action, 

body not recoverable, We will "Never Forget You." 
 

Let us remember those who have given their lives for our freedom in the War against Terrorist and Operation Iraqi 
Freedom (Gulf War II). May God keep our troops safe. . 

 
WHEN ONE AMERICAN IS NOT WORTH THE EFFORT TO BE FOUND, 

WE AS AMERICAN'S HAVE LOST! 
 

Remember our troops killed in action and those serving in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom. 

 
Operation Iraqi Freedom 

POWIMIA 
S.Sgt. Ahmed Qusai Al-Taie, Michigan, Captured 10/23/2006 

 
Operation Enduring Freedom 

Sgt. Bowe R. Bergdahl, Idaho, Captured July 1, 2009 
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ROLLING  THUNDER® INC. 2012 EVENTS SCHEDULE  
REVISED 2/1/12 

 

 

Monthly  National: Membership meeting 3
rd
 Sunday of each month, Manville, NJ VFW 908-369-5439 

Monthly  National: Lyons VA Hospital, 3
rd
 Thursday each month (except May, Dec)  908-369-5439 

Monthly  NC2: Bingo at NC State Vets Home, Bldg10, 1
st
 Friday monthly 6:30PM  704-872-3725  

Monthly  MS1: MS Vets Home Visit, Oxford MS, 3
rd
 Sunday monthly   662-234-1084 

Monthly  MS1: Monthly Meeting, Beacon Restaurant, Oxford MS 6PM, 1
st
 Monday 662-234-1084 

01/21/12 NJ2: 14
TH

 Annual Pasta Dinner, Knights of Columbus, Forked River, NJ  609-296-3191 

01/23/12 USS PUEBLO ATTACKED & HIJACKED BY NO RTH KOREA (01/23/1968) 

05/27/12 ROLLING THUNDER® XXV ANNUAL RIDE FOR FREEDOM   908-369-5439 

06/08/67 USS LIBERTY ATTACKED BY ISREALI FORCES (06/08/1967) 

06/10/12 NY3: 13
th
 Annual Salute to Vets Ride, Castle Point VA, NY 8:30AM  845-416-8125 

06/14/12 US ARMY BIRTHDAY (06/14/1775) 

06/14/12 FLAG DAY  

07/29/12 NY2: 8
th
 Annual Ride for Disabled Veterans, Walker St., SI, NY  9:30AM 347-680-9678 

09/04/12 US COAST GUARD BIRTHDAY   (09/04/1790) 

09/18/12 US AIR FORCE BIRTHDAY   (09/18/1947) 

09/21/12 POW/MIA RECOGNITION DAY  

09/30/12 GOLD STAR MOTHERS DAY  

10/10/12 US MARINE CORPS BIRTHDAY  (11/10/1775) 

10/12/12 USS COLE ATTACKED BY TERRORISTS (10/12/2000) 

10/13/12 US NAVY BIRTHDAY    (10/13/1775) 

11/02-03/12 ROLLING THUNDER® INC. NATIONAL CONFERENCE    908-369-5439 

 

 
 

2012 Chapter Events Calendar Form 
 

To assure publication in the National Newsletter, please allow at least THREE (3) months prior 
notice to the event and/or flyer. The following information is required, either by Form, E-mail, 
or to be Faxed to Gary Scheffmeyer. Rolling Thunder Inc., P.O. Box 216 Neshanic Station, NJ 
08853. If you prefer this form to be e-mail to you for completion, contact rtnj1@att.net  
 
Chapter State & #: ________________________________________________________________  
Event Contact Person: _____________________________________________________________  
Telephone #: _____________________________________________________________________  
Event Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Day/Date of Event ____________________Time of Event: ________________________________  
Event Location: __________________________________________________________________  
Other Pertinent Information: ________________________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
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~*POW/MIA BIOGRAPHIES*~ 
 

 
MORGAN, WILLIAM JOOR 
 
Name: William Joor Morgan 
Rank/Branch: O4/US Army 
Unit: MACV, Artillery Division 
Date of Birth: 11 February 1938 
Home City of Record: Baton Rouge LA 
Date of Loss: 25 February 1972 
Country of Loss: South Vietnam/Over Water 
Loss Coordinates: 160745N 1081701E (BT008901) 
Status (in 1973): Killed/Body Not Recovered 
Category: 5 
Aircraft/Vehicle/Ground: UH1H 
Refno: 1799 
 
Source: Compiled from one or more of the following: raw data from U.S. Government agency sources, correspondence 
with POW/MIA families, published sources, interviews. Updated by the P.O.W. NETWORK in 1998. 
 
Other Personnel in Incident: (none missing) 
 
SYNOPSIS: William J. Morgan was a passenger aboard a UH1H helicopter (tail #69-15391) that crashed in the Da Nang 
Harbor on February 25, 1972. The helicopter was recovered on March 17, and all personnel aboard the aircraft were 
accounted for except Maj. Morgan. It was concluded that his body drifted from the aircraft and either out to sea or to the 
beaches of nearby Mui Da Nang island. A further search at the main harbor was not feasible, and Maj. Morgan was listed 
as dead, remains non-recoverable. No enemy action is associated with the loss. 
 
Search and recovery efforts in Vietnam were the best and most successful ever seen in wartime. They were so 
successful, in fact, that the numbers of those remaining missing in action were dramatically reduced over previous 
wars. 
 
The unique thing about Vietnam as compared to other wars, however, is that not a great many cases are like that of Maj. 
Morgan. Most of the missing could be readily accounted for by either the governments of Southeast Asia, who kept 
incredibly detailed records of each prisoner and downed aircraft lost, or by on-site inspection and/or excavation of loss 
sites. 
 
Approximately 1/2 of the nearly 2500 now listed as missing could be accounted for with access to information held by our 
former enemies or access to loss sites. Included in this number are hundreds of individuals who were known to have been 
captives, or were alive when last seen. 
 
The other approximate half of those missing were originally classified as killed, body not recovered. In light of 
discrepancies, however, at least several score of these cases need further examination. For example, one "KIA/BNR" 
individual was known to have safely parachuted from his aircraft. Another group of individuals were horribly mutilated by 
the enemy, and their bodies (and equipment) disappeared before they could be extracted. 
 
The most troubling aspect of the missing in Vietnam remains the "several million" documents and "over 250,000" reports 
received by the U.S. Government relating to Americans missing in Southeast Asia. Many U.S. authorities are convinced 
that hundreds of Americans remain alive today, held against their will. While it is improbable that Maj. Morgan is among 
them, one must wonder what he would think of his country abandoning its best men to enemy hands. 
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ROLLING THUNDER®, INCORPORATED 
NATIONAL MEETING MINUTES 
The Rolling Thunder National meeting of January 22, 2012 was called to order at 1:00 P.M. at the VFW in Manville, New Jersey.  The membership 
pledged allegiance to the American Flag and had a moment of silence for those still missing in action and for those who gave their lives for our Country.  
A candle was lit and placed by the POW/MIA flag as a symbol of remembrance for our POWôs and MIAôs.   The invocation was given by Rich Cox, 
National Chaplain.  All officers and board members were in attendance with the exception of Catie Kmetz, National Secretary.   
  
There were 55 adult members, 4 junior members and 4 guests. 
 
DECEMBER 2011 MINUTES 
The abbreviated minutes for the December 18, 2011 meeting were read by Nancy Regg, in for Catie Kmetz, National Secretary.  A motion to accept the 
minutes as read was made by Frank Fentzlaff, seconded by Fred Bobrowski, none opposed.  
 
TREASURERôS REPORT 
Ted Glover, National Treasurer read an itemized accounting of expenses and account balance totals for the prior month.   
  
Ted followed with a list of the checks disbursed and deposits for the month.   
       
A motion to accept the Treasurerôs Report was made by Fred Bobrowski; seconded by Wayne Gadbury.   Paul Carro and Gus Dante opposed. 
 
MIKE COBB, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD:  Mike read the Mission Statement of Rolling Thunder.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:      
 
Government Affairs POW/MIA by Gus Dante/Tom Bender:    
Gus reported on the following: 

1. Backlog of Claims. As of Jan. 17, 2011 there were 885,409 pending claims with 576,023 or 65.1% being older 125 days. We must urge Congress 
to use its funding and oversight authority to require the Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA) to eliminate the claims backlog by the end of 2012 
while improving the overall quality of ratings decisions. The current VA goal of accomplishing this by 2015 is unacceptable. 
 

2. Agent Orange Contaminated Ship List. This list was updated in Jan., 2012 with an      additional 47 ships added to the alphabetized list. The 
website with classes of ships and the alphabetized list can be accessed at the following address:   
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/agentorange/shiplist/list.asp 

3. H.Res. 111. Establishing a Select Committee on POW and MIA Affairs. Introduced Feb. 28, 2011. There are now 150 cosponsors, an increase 
of 13 since Nov. 20, 2011. We will continue our efforts to increase the number of cosponsors. The last action in the House was on Feb 28, 2011: 
Referred to the House Committee on Rules. Other news:  From the DPMO website: The conditions considered for adding a missing service 
member to the LKA (Last Known Alive) list included loss incidents in which the individual was last seen alive, not gravely wounded, and in proximity 
to enemy forces.  

4. HR 812. The Agent Orange Equity Act of 2011. Introduced Feb. 18, 2011.  This bill covers both Blue Water and Blue Sky Veterans. There are 

now 56 cosponsors, an increase of 4 since Nov. 22, 2011.  The last action in the House was on Mar 15, 2011: House Committee on Veterans' 

Affairs: Referred to the Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs. 

5. S. 1629. The Agent Orange Equity Act of 2011. Introduced Sep. 23, 2011.This bill covers both Blue Water and Blue Sky Veterans. There are now 

3 cosponsors, an increase of 1 since Nov. 22, 2011. The last action in the Senate was on Sep. 23, 2011: Read twice and referred to the Committee 

on Veterans' Affairs. There are now 10 cosponsors, an increase of 2 since Nov. 20, 2011. 

6. HR 2634. Victims of Agent Orange Relief Act of 2011.  Introduced Oct. 25, 2011. There are now 10 cosponsors, an increase of 2 since Nov. 20, 

2011. Last action was on Oct 25, 2011: House Foreign Affairs: Referred to the Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific. There are now 10 

cosponsors, an increase of 2 since Nov. 20, 2011. The bill includes Blue Water, Blue Sky Veterans, descendants of Vietnam Veterans and greatly 

increases costs with the additional burden of medical assistance for Vietnamese residents and environmental remediation in the country of 

Vietnam. 

7. HR 3612.  Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act of 2011. A new bill introduced Dec. 6, 2011. There are 13 cosponsors to date. Last action in 

the House it was referred to the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs. This bill is for Blue Water Veterans only and excludes any other US 

veteran. 

Conclusion:  The addition of HR 2634 and HR 3612 somewhat confuses the Agent Orange issues and priorities in that they seem to have been 
introduced with support and opinions from a variety of groups with great differences in their goals. For now we will support all until it becomes clear 
which bill or bills to focus on. 

 
 
Public Relations/Media by Nancy Regg/Christine Colborne: 
Photos of the Basilone Parade, Philadelphia Stand Down, Christmas Party, etc. are on the National website.  Bios for RTXXV should be in the Press 
Room by the end of February.  Starting to get emails from magazines for articles on RTXXV. 
 
Lyons VA Activity Committee by Lucy Walsh/Tom McAtee (NJ Vets Advisory Council):  
Tom thanked those who came to the nursing home and stated it was a great turn-out.  The 2012 scheduled is on the table ï be sure to get one. 
 
 
 

http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/agentorange/shiplist/list.asp
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KIA Service & Remembrance Committee by Billy Parker: 
Cpl. Kevin Reinhard 25 of the Colonia section of Woodbridge, NJ was among six Marines killed when their helicopter went down Thursday in Helmand 
Province on January 19 while supporting combat operations.  They were assigned to Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 363, Marine Aircraft Group 24, 
1st Marine Aircraft Wing, III Marine Expeditionary Force, Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii. 
 
 
Gulf War Affairs by Mark Given:   
Veterans of the Persian Gulf War with undiagnosed illnesses have an additional five years to qualify for benefits from the Department of Veterans 
Affairs.  ñNot all the wounds of ware of fully understood,ò said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki.  ñWhen there is uncertainty about the 
connection between a medical problem and military service, Veterans are entitled to the benefit of the doubt.ò  A recent change in VA regulations affects 
Veterans of the conflict in Southwest Asia.  Many have attributed a range of undiagnosed or poorly understood medical problems to their military 
services.  Chemical weapons, environmental hazards and vaccinations are among the possible causes.  At issue is the eligibility of Veterans to claim VA 
disability compensation based upon those undiagnosed illnesses and the ability of survivors to quality for VAôs Dependency and Indemnity 
Compensation.  Under long-standing VA rules, any diagnosed illnesses used to establish eligibility for VA benefits must become apparent by Dec. 31, 
2011.  The new change pushes the date back to Dec. 31, 2016.  Veterans or survivors who believe they qualify for these benefits should contact the VA 
at 1-800-827-1000.  Further information about undiagnosed illnesses is available online at www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/gulfwar and 
www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/oefoif/index.asp  
 
Korean War Affairs by: 
No report.  Need a committee chair. 
 
WWII Report by: 
No report.  Need a committee chair. 
 
Membership Committee by Nancy Franke: 
No report. 
 
National Service/Veteranôs Rights Officer by Pete Zaleski:   
The National Guard recently unveiled its Vets4Warriors service membersô counseling program.  Vets4Warriors is a toll-free, peer-to-peer counseling 
hotline that provides Guard members and Reserve component members with the ability to speak with counselors on the phone or on-line 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. Once the service members reaches out to Vets4Warriors, the counselor will try to match them to any of the resources 
available.  To learn more about Vets4Warriors, or to speak with a counselor, service and family members can call the Vets4Warriors toll-free hotline at 1-
855-VET-TALK (838-8255) or visit the Vets4Warriors website. 
 
National Chapter Run Coordinator by Billy Parker/Gerry Franke: 
No report. 
 
Education Committee by Gary Domanski:   
On Friday, January 20, 2012 Triangle School in Hillsborough had a ñPacking Dayò on which the 450 students, K-4 fill large zip-loc bags with items, which 
included canned peaches, paperback book, toilet paper, deodorant, writing materials, toothpaste and toothbrush, a student project, a card, a picture of 
the student body and staff, one of our miniature American Flags with prayer card, and a CD of 2 songs they sang on Veteransô Day.  The song, by 
Teresa Jennings, Cry American Tears was exceptionally done by the whole school and is quite moving.  We were also given a Power Point production 
with Ms Jennings recording as it played.  It is very moving.  Representing Rolling Thunder was Gus Dante.  His loyal support is very much appreciated 
by me and especially all the ladies in the building.  Also, attending were two ex-MarinesðPhil Gentile and Robert Powell.  They are men that I met at 
Powerhouse Gym in Hillsborough.  They enjoyed the experience and were deeply touched by the power point/song that was played for us.  Each of us 
received a copy of it as well as the CD that went to the troops with the student rendition.  Special thanks go to Nancy Franke and Tom McAtee for folding 
the flags needed for the day - 450.  Plans for the future include a Packing Day at Woodfern School in Hillsborough and a few POW flag donation 
assemblies at other schools in the area.  Advanced notice will be given, and hopefully, some members may give it a shot and come see what we do. 
 
National Sergeant-at-Arms by Craig Gerhartz: 
No report - absent 
 
Junior Members by Patty Kerr/Bernice Dohm:   
The Junior members are making wheelchair bags and cards for the Lyonôs VA Hospital Nursing Home. 
 
Gold Star Mothers/VIP Escorts by Joe Baum/Pete Zaleski 
 
The 2012 Annual Convention (AGSM) will be held June 22 ï 25, 2012 at the Holiday Inn National Airport Hotel in VA.  Also, requests for the Mini Land 
Day Care buses will be sent next month for Memorial weekend.  Joe Baum is the GSM Escort Coordinator replacing Neil Cotter.  Please see him if youôd 
like to volunteer. 
 
BREAK - 1:50 P.M - 2:13 P.M. 
 
PRESIDENT GARY SCHEFFMEYER: 
The March meeting is moved to March 25

th
.  Billy Parker will send out a reminder email.  Make sure he has your email address. 

 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ARTIE MULLER:  see Artieôs óIn Memory Ofô report in the newsletter.   
Artie thanked everyone for their hard work in 2011 and wished everyone a great 2012.  The Canadian trip will be July 12

th
 ending in Lake George on July 

17
th
.  There were no remains returned in December. 

 
VICE PRESIDENT JOE BEAN: 
Joe reminded everyone to make their reservations at the Hyatt for Memorial weekend. 
 
National Reports Officer by Pete Zaleski: 
No report. 

http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/gulfwar
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/oefoif/index.asp
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THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS WERE ELIGIBLE AND/OR PRESENTED PATCHES BY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ARTIE MULLER AND 
PRESIDENT GARY SCHEFFMEYER: 
 
Boot Patch      Rocker and Eagle 
None Presented 
 
THE FOLLOWING SUGGESTED DONATIONS WERE PRESENTED BY PRESIDENT GARY SCHEFFMEYER: 
 

1. Legion Riders (Gina Malone  $200  Motion by: Frank Fentzlaff 
 Veterans Center)    Second by: Charlie Liable 
     Opposed: None 
       
2. Knights of Life  $500  Motion by: Frank Fentzlaff 
     Second by: Fred Bobrowski 
     Opposed: None 

 
Sunshine Committee by Kate Fentzlaff:   
 
Condolences:  Jackie Nidiffer ï Husband passed away ï TN-4 
  Marisa Jolly ï Husband passed away ï IN-1  
 
Get Well: Dave Murray - National 
  Derrick Folley - National 
  Rick Johnson - NC-2 
  Norman Carrieres - Canada 
 
4 packages were sent to troops overseas. 
 
Community Assistance by:   
No report.  Need a committee chair. 
 
Nationwide Chapter Activity by Rich Cox:   
FL-3:  Greeted returning troops in the freezing rain at a Christmas Eve homecoming. 
MI-5:  Held Christmas party at the Ann Arbor VA Hospital with VVA-310 on Dec. 20

th
 ï it was a big success. 

 
Motorcycle Raffle by Elaine Muller: 
Currently there are 12,300 raffle tickets out to the chapters.  There are 2,700 tickets at the office.  We appreciate those we have purchased tickets and 
those who are selling tickets.   
 
Newsletter Editor by Elaine Muller: 
Nothing to report. 
 
ADDITIONAL/NEW BUSINESS/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Mike Cobb:  Computer is back on-line. He received information about life insurance for disabled Veterans through the VA.  There is a time limit of two 
years to file for the life insurance so you may be turned down.  You can find the information on the internet. 
 
Lucy Walsh:  Please be sure Billy Parker has your email address in case there are changes or a cancellation to the Lyonôs VA Hospital visits.  He will 
send out a reminder notice also.  
 
Artie Muller:  If you have a change of address or phone number please notify the National office. 
 
John Asdourian:  reported the passing of 3 Veterans at Lyonôs VA Hospital.  He also thanked Rolling Thunder National for recognizing his work at the 
VA Hospital by presenting him with the Lee Bazan award. 
 
Nancy Regg:  When picking up a prescription at CVS she presented an up to 75% off coupon she found on-line thinking it would be better than the 
Prescription Saving Plan card through Rolling Thunder.  The generic prescription was $400 using the RT card it came to $57.  If you donôt have 
prescription insurance this card is worth using. 
 
CLOSING 
The 50/50 was for $85 and the winning ticket holder was Antoinette Eckenstein.                      
 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made at 2:50 PM by Carol Lible seconded by Charlie Lible, none opposed. 
 
The CORE Jar amount this month was $67.00 
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*~Bits & Pieces~* 
 
National Alliance of Families  
For the Return of Americaôs Missing 
Servicemen 
World War II + Korea + Cold War + 
Vietnam + Gulf Wars + Afghanistan 
  
Janella Apodaca Rose - 406-652-3528 
Lynn OôShea - 718-846-4350 
  
Web Site -- www.nationalalliance.org 
Email ------ lynn@nationalalliance.org 
January 7, 2012           
 

 
 
Another Serviceman Left Behind ï With the 
withdrawal of all U.S. troops from Iraq ,     
once again, America has left a POW behind.  
Captured October 23rd 2006, Sgt. Ahmed 
Altaie remains in enemy hands.  In addition to 
Altaie, the following military personnel remain 
unaccounted for in Iraq ; Lt. Cmdr. Barry 
Cooke USN lost Feb. 2, 1991, and Lt. Robert 
Dwyer USN, lost Feb. 5, 1991.   Three DoD 
contractors are also missing in Iraq , according 
to the DMPO website.  They are Kirk Von 
Ackermannn, lost on Oct. 9, 2003, Timothy E. 
Bell, lost on April 9, 2004, and Mr. Adnan al-
Hilawi, lost on March 3, 2007.  The three 
civilians are now the responsibility of the State 
Department. 
 
As of December 1, 2011, Sgt. Altaie and his 
recovery are now the responsibility of the 
Defense POW/MIA Office (DPMO.) 
  
In a written statement published in an Army 
Times article by John Ryan, dated December 
27th 2011, DPMO spokeswoman Maj. Carie 
Parker stated; ñThe U.S. government is 
actively seeking information on his 
whereabouts and will do so until he is 
accounted for, even after U.S. forces withdraw 
from Iraq.ò  The article went on to say; ñDPMO 
recovery efforts will now be led by the U.S. 
Embassy in Baghdad éò  
  
ñThe Personnel Recovery Division that worked 
ñcold casesò under U.S. Forces-Iraq during the 
war handed DPMO the case Dec. 1.  Col. 
Raymond Steeley directed the division in Iraq 
from March 4 to Nov. 15 and expounded on 
possible future operations.ò 
  
ñDPMO must ñoperate in a permissible 
environment,ò he said.  That means ñif 
intelligence comes in that is collected from the 
personnel that are currently in Iraq é sensitive 
site exploitation will be done,ò Steeley said.  
Until Steeley left, Altaieôs case was an ñactive 
fileò that included ñseveral different sources 

that at different times were giving us potential 
locations,ò he saidé.ò 
  
ñIn 2009, an enemy group told the Personnel 
Recovery Division that it knew of Altaieôs 
location, so the division coordinated an 
exchange, Steeley recounted.  A body was 
handed over, but results from a DNA test of 
the remains didnôt match Altaieôs. They 
matched another U.S. soldieréò  
  
Matched Another U.S. Soldier ï Who?  Who 
was missing and recovered in 2009? 
  
Letôs Remind the White House We Left A 
Man Behind and We Wonôt Forget Him - We 
urge all reading this to call the White House on 
Thursday January 12th  to remind the 
President all the troops are not out of Iraq .  
Leaving a man behind is unacceptable.  Call 
202-456-1414 and remind the White House 
Ahmed Altaie is waiting.  Donôt forget to 
mention Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl, as he will be the 
next serviceman left behind when U.S. troops 
pull out of Afghanistan . 
  
Will the U.S. Negotiate for POW Bowe 
Bergdahl ï recent news reports indicate the 
Taliban plans to open an office in Qatar for the 
purpose of negotiating with the U.S.  On 
January 4th 2012 the Associated Press 
reported; 
  
ñAlthough U.S. and Taliban representatives 
have met secretly several times over the past 
year in Europe and the Persian Gulf , this is 
the first time the Islamist insurgent group has 
publicly expressed willingness for substantive 
negotiations.ò 
  
ñIn recent months, the idea of a Taliban 
political office in the Qatari capital of Doha has 
become a central element in U.S. efforts to 
draw the insurgents into such talks. The idea is 
to give the Taliban more legitimacy to 
negotiate in a location that presumably would 
at least partly shield them from Pakistani 
pressure.ò 
  
ñAsked about the Taliban announcement, 
White House spokesman Jay Carney 
welcomed "any step ... of the Afghan-led 
process toward reconciliation." He noted that 
"peace cannot come to Afghanistan without a 
political settlement." 
  
ñBut negotiations could falter if they do not 
sufficiently involve President Hamid Karzai's 
government, which the Taliban have dismissed 
as a puppet regime. Karzai's inner circle 
derailed last year's behind-the-scenes talks, 
and the Afghan leader only grudgingly agreed 
to the idea of the Taliban's setting up a liaison 
office in Qatar .ò 
  
ñé. It was unclear why the Taliban agreed 
publicly to hold talks. Previously, the official 
Taliban position was no talks until the U.S.-led 
coalition leaves Afghanistan .  By their own 
admission, the Taliban hope to win the release 
of about five prisoners from the U.S. lockup at 
Guantanamo Bay .ò 
  
Any negotiation of a prisoner release or 
exchange must include American POW Bowe 

Bergdhal, held by the Taliban since June 30th, 
2009. 
  
What Is John McCainôs Problem ï Long an 
obstructionist on the POW/MIA issue McCain 
has reached a new low.  He actively blocked 
an amendment calling for the repatriation of 
remain of 13 Navy commandos lost 207 year 
ago.  Descendents of some of the sailors 
lobbied for a proper burial in American soil and 
were one step closer to their goal when 
Senator McCain, no doubt at the request of the 
Navy who opposes the effort, stepped in 
blocking their efforts. 
  
As Stephen Dinan reported in the Washington 
Times, on December 1, 2011; 
  
[Begin excerpt] ñé The 13 commandos from 
the U.S.S. Intrepid died in 1804 in a failed raid 
on a pirate fleet in Tripoli 's harbor, and their 
bodies washed up on shore and were fed to 
dogs before being buried in two different 
locations.ò 
  
ñSen. Dean Heller, Nevada Republican, had 
offered an amendment to the defense policy 
bill to have the Navy repatriate the remains, at 
the urging of some of the commandosô 
descendants.  But the Navy objected, arguing 
Tripoli is a fitting resting place, and Sen. John 
McCain, Arizona Republican, blocked the 
amendmentôs consideration.  ñSenator McCain 
is still reviewing the issue, and has asked the 
Navy, the Defense POW/MIA Office and the 
Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command for their 
views on it,ò said his spokesman, Brian 
Rogers. 
  
ñThe Navy told The Washington Times earlier 
this week that the crew has been honored by a 
ceremony and procession in 1949 along the 
length of Tripoli ôs waterfront. And the chief of 
naval operations said in a memo that leaving 
the bodies there respects the serviceôs policy 
of honoring the final resting place of those lost 
in downed ships or aircraft.ò 
  
ñBut those pushing for repatriation say the 
grave sites are in disrepair, and say thereôs 
precedent for bringing bodies home from 
foreign shores.  The descendants had thought 
they had cleared the path for Mr. Hellerôs 
repatriation amendment, including the consent 
of Mr. McCain, but said that was withdrawn at 
the end. 
  
ñWe came real close. McCain told us time and 
time again he had no problem with the 
amendment, and then, at the last second, in 
the 11th hour, he pulled it,ò said Michael 
Caputo, who is coordinating the Intrepid 
Project which pushes for repatriation.  Such 
heavyweight national groups as Veterans of 
Foreign Wars and the American Legion both 
support repatriation.ò 
  
ñMr. Caputo said the Senate stalemate doesnôt 
end the matter.  The House already passed its 
version of the defense policy bill and it 
included repatriation language. Now the House 
and Senate versions will have to be squared 
with each other, and Mr. Caputo said the 
families will ask the negotiators to keep the 
language in the final bill.ò [end excerpt] 

http://www.nationalalliance.org/
mailto:lynn@nationalalliance.org
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DoDôs Go To Guy in the Senate ï Clearly, 
John Mc Cain is the go to guy in the Senate for 
the Department of Defense.   If DoD opposes 
a piece of legislation, they go to John McCain 
to block it, gut it and amend it into 
uselessness.  We saw it with the updated 
Missing Service Personnel Act passed in the 
mid-1990ôs.  DoD hated that law, and pushed 
to amend it.  Who did they go to?  John 
McCain.   As a result of McCainôs efforts the 
law was amended into uselessness. 
  
Going back even further, we can look at the 
ñTruth Billò requiring the declassification and 
release of all PO W/MIA documents.  DoD 
hated that bill also.  Who led the opposition in 
the Senate?  John McCain.  The ñTruth Billò 
morphed into the ñMcCain Billò and, in some 
cases, made it more difficult to obtain 
documents. 
  
If DoD wants to stop the return of remain, no 
matter how old, John McCain is their man.  
How low can you go?  Ask John McCain. 
  
H.Res 111 ï Currently we have 147 co-
sponsors for this resolution calling for the 
formation of a POW/MIA Select Committee on 
POW/MIA Affairs in the House of 
Representatives.  Please contact your 
congressional representative and as that they 
support H. Res 111.  For a list of 
congressional representatives visit 
www.nationalalliance.org/legis/index.htm  
Those highlighted in red are already 
cosponsors. 
  
H.Res 485  ï Congressman Walter Jones 
introduced H.Res 485, ñExpressing the 
sense of the House of Representatives 
regarding the declassification of 
information related to missing and 
unaccounted-for members of the Armed 
Forces.ò 
  
Similar to the old ñtruth billò but without 
the weight of law, H. Res 485 states; ñthe 
Secretary of Defense should take immediate 
actions to ensure that all classified information 
(except for current, active intelligence 
information and sources and methods of 
collection) that pertains or may pertain to any 
member of the Armed Forces who is missing 
and unaccounted for from World War II, the 
Korean War, the Vietnam War, or the Cold 
War, regardless of whether such information 
was originated by the Federal Government, a 
foreign source, or other official or private 
source, that came into the possession of the 
Department of Defense be declassified and 
provided to the primary-next-of-kin or other 
designated next-of-kin and, in accordance with 
relevant privacy laws, made available to the 
National Archives and Records Administration 
for review by public and private researchers.ò 
  
In a Press Release issued December 12th, 
Congressman Jones stated: ñThese families 
have a right to know what happened to their 
loved ones.  It is important to give families all 
the information they need to get the answers 
they deserve.ò 
  
We couldnôt agree more.  H. Res 485 has the 
full support of the National Alliance of Families. 
  
Please contact your congressional 
representative asking they support H. Res 
485.  

  
Why Weôre Not Jumping for Joy Over the 
Passage of H. Res 376 - In July of 2011, we 
were thrilled when Congressman Charles 
Rangel (D-NY) introduced ñH. Res 376 -- 
Calling for the repatriation of POW/MIAs and 
abductees from the Korean War.ò  Written in 
the strongest wording weôve seen in a very 
long time H.Res 376 stated: 
   
ñResolved, That the House of 
Representatives--  
   
(1) recognizes there are American and 
South Korean prisoners of war and civilian 
abductees from the Korean War who are 
still alive in North Korea and who want to be 
repatriated;ò  
   
We couldnôt believe our eyes!  If passed the 
United States House of Representatives would 
officially acknowledge live American POWs in 
North Korea .  We kept a low profile hoping the 
Resolution would pass unnoticed, along with 
the many other resolutions passed in the 
House of Representatives on any given day.  
Once passed it would give us additional 
ammunition to fight for the passage of H. Res 
111.  
   
We watched and waited patiently as H. Res 
376 moved slowly through the process.  
Finally, on October 25th it was referred to the 
Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific.  The 
subcommittee held a Mark-up Session on 
November 30 and approved an amended 
version by voice vote.  The House passed the 
amended version on December 13, 2011. 
  
So why arenôt we jumping for joy.  The 
amended version is far weaker than the 
original text introduced by Congressman 
Rangel.  
   
Item 1 of the amended resolution, passed in 
the House of Representatives reads;  
  
Resolved, That the House of 
Representativesð 
  
(1) recognizes that there are South Korean 
prisoners of war (POWs) and civilian 
abductees from the Korean War who are still 
alive in North Korea and want to be 
repatriated; 
  
While the House continued to acknowledge 
live South Korean POWs and abductees in 
North Korea , gone is any reference to live 
American POWs in North Korea . 
  
Item 2 of the amended resolution 
acknowledges the resumption of remains 
recovery operations.  Then, using words like 
ñpossibilityò and ñcouldò directs the ñU.S. 
Government to continue to explore the 
possibility that there could be American 
POW/MIAs still alive inside North Korea .ò  
  
The amended version of H. Res 376 is better 
than nothing but it could have been so much 
more had it passed with the original wording.  
Thatôs why weôre not jumping for joy.  
  
Donôt Know What to Say About This - The 
article, written by Randy Hoeft will have to 
speak for itself.  It appeared December 13th 
2011 on the Yuma Sun website, under the title 
ñSad moment: POW-MIA flag baffles 
students.ò    

  
[Begin Article] Another semester of teaching 
Introduction to Photojournalism at Arizona 
Western College is over.  And as usual, the 
instructor has come away with another lesson 
learned.  This one, however, was a shocker. 
  
In November, as some of you will recall, I sent 
my students to photograph the Veterans Day 
parade on 4th Avenue , and one of the 
students brought back a photo of three men, 
who I am assuming are veterans, each one 
carrying a flag, one of them the POW-MIA flag. 
  
While critiquing the photo, it became clear that 
the student who took the photo had no clue 
what the flag meant.   So, I stopped and asked 
those who knew the meaning of the POW-MIA 
flag to raise their hands.  Only two, the U.S. 
Marine Corps veterans in the class, did so. 
  
I was so surprised, that the only thing I could 
say was, ñIôm so sorry.ò [End Article] 
  
Show Your Support ï John Pagel of Task 
Force Omega CA. has set up on online petition 
calling upon the U.S. Government to resolve 
the POW/MIA issue.  Click the link and sign 
the petition to show your support.  We did!  
http://www.change.org/petitions/united-states-
government-resolve-the-prisioner-of-war-
missing-in-action-issue 
  
Jack and Wilma Laeufer of Lima Area MIA-
POW (a 501(c)3 org. in 1984 (LIMA AREA 
MIA-POW   EIN# 34-1408002)  ï Longtime 
supporters of the POW/MIA issue, Jack and 
Wilma contributed to many POW/MIA groups 
by raising funds through the sale of POW/MIA 
and military merchandise.   They originally 
intended to cease sales at the end of 2011.  
They have reviewed that decision and decided 
they will continue to sell merchandise into 
2012, to exhaust their inventory.   
If you need flags, or POW/MIA items, please 
contact Jack and Wilma at:    

6525 Mayberry Road    (residence) 
Columbus Grove , Ohio   45830   
Res  419-641-2340   Cell  419-792-9113  
email:   jwlaeufer@watchtv.net 
  
For a full revised list of their merchandise, 
visit   
http://www.nationalalliance.org/lima/order.htm . 
You can print a copy of their order form from 
the website. 
  
Why does Johnie Webb still have a job? 
  
Contributions ï Like all other charitable 
organizations, the National Alliance of Families 
has suffered due the severe economic 
conditions plaguing our nation.  If you can 
spare a small donation it would be greatly 
appreciated.  We remind you the Alliance is an 
all volunteer organization and contributions are 
tax deductible.   
  
Please mail contributions to: 

  
National Alliance of Families 

c/o Janella A. Rose 
2528 Poly Drive 

Billings , Montana  59102-1442 

 

http://www.nationalalliance.org/legis/index.htm
http://www.change.org/petitions/united-states-government-resolve-the-prisioner-of-war-missing-in-action-issue
http://www.change.org/petitions/united-states-government-resolve-the-prisioner-of-war-missing-in-action-issue
http://www.change.org/petitions/united-states-government-resolve-the-prisioner-of-war-missing-in-action-issue
mailto:jwlaeufer@watchtv.net
http://www.nationalalliance.org/lima/order.htm
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National Personnel Records Center tips for DD214 requests and safeguarding information. 

The new address for the National Personnel Records Center is: 

National Personnel Records Center 
1 Archives Drive 
St. Louis, MO  63138-1002   USA 
 
The Majority of personnel have been moved to the new location and the military personnel records are in the 
process of moving. The entire moved should be completed by the end of the Summer of 2012. 

As a reminder, All retirees and Honorably Discharges veterans should ensure that their family knows the 
location of their military Separation Document (DD 214 from 1950 to present and WD (War Department) form 
53-55 and other variations prior to 1955). Note that registering a copy at the county courthouse may make the 
document a public record. Separation documents issued after 1969 may contain a Social Security Number 
which could be used for identity theft. Storing the document in a safe deposit box may make it difficult to 
retrieve immediately upon the death of the retiree or the honorably discharged veteran. The better storage 
locations are: 

1 ï Fire safe in a secure location of the house (not in the bedroom, as it is where most thieves search first).  Be 
sure Spouse/Next of Kin knows the location and has key/combination. 

2 ï In a watertight food container (Glad, Tupperware, etc.) in the refrigerator. Most refrigerators are fire 
resistant. Additionally, a refrigerator is heavy enough to fall through the floor of a building into the cooler part of 
the fire in the basement and better survive. Finally, a refrigerator is large enough to be easily located in the ash 
and ruble of a fire or other serious incident. (As a bonus, everyone has a refrigerator, not everyone has a fire 
resistant storage box). Be sure to inform you spouse and relatives where to locate your Separation Document 
ï and any other important papers. 

As a reminder, the preferred method of submitting a request to the National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) 
is via the Internet. Please note that in some cases using a browser other that Internet Explorer may create 
problems with data entry. As you know, the NPRC provides copies of documents from the military personnel 
records to authorized requesters. Our web-based application will provide better service on these requests by 
eliminating our mailroom processing time. Also, since the requester will be prompted to supply all the 
information essential for us to process the request, delays that occur when we must go back for more 
information will be minimized. You may access the application at: 

http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/  

This improved on-line request should be used INSTEAD OF Standard form 180 for requests from the veteran 
or the veteranôs next of kin, if possible. Your assistance with this initiative will allow us, and you, to better serve 
the needs of our veterans. If you do not wish to use the Internet, you should use Standard Form 180. You 
should print Standard Form 180 as you need it, not in advance because the form is periodically revised and 
updated. It should not be available on your website. You can have a link to the NPRC web page. The link is: 

http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/standard-form-180.html  

Since the Standard Form 180 is updated periodically, it is NOT recommended that large quantities be 
printed/photocopied and stocked. 

The form will be updated with the new address within six months. The US Postal service will forward mail if 
requests are mailed to the old location until February 2012. 

 

http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/
http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-servicerecords/standard-form-180.html
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Facts about The Wall 
  
Carved on these walls is the story of America , of a continuing quest to preserve both democracy and decency, and to protect a national 
treasure that we call the American dream." 
 
Something to think about: Most of the surviving parents of the dead are now deceased themselves. There are 58,267 names now listed 
on that polished black wall, including those added in 2010. 
 
The names are arranged in the order in which they were taken from us by date and within each date the names are alphabetized. It is 
hard to believe it is 36 years since the last casualties. 
 
The first known casualty was Richard B. Fitzgibbon, of North Weymouth, Mass., listed by the U.S. Department of Defense as having 
been killed on June 8, 1956. His name is listed on the Wall with that of his son, Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Richard B. Fitzgibbon III, who 
was killed on Sept. 7, 1965. 
 
There are three sets of fathers and sons on the Wall. 39,996 on the Wall were just 22 or younger. 
 
The largest age group, 8,283 were just 19 years old 33,103 were 18 years old. 
 
12 soldiers on the Wall were 17 years old. 
 
5 soldiers on the Wall were 16 years old. 
 
One soldier, PFC Dan Bullock was 15 years old. 
 
997 soldiers were killed on their first day in Vietnam . 
 
1,448 soldiers were killed on their last scheduled day in Vietnam . 
 
31 sets of brothers are on the Wall. 
 
Thirty one sets of parents lost two of their sons. 
 
54 soldiers on the Wall attended Thomas Edison High School in Philadelphia ....wonder why so many from one school? 
 
8 Women are on the Wall -- nursing the wounded. 
 
244 soldiers were awarded the Medal of Honor during the Vietnam War; 153 of them are on the Wall. 
 
Beallsville, Ohio with a population of 475 lost 6 of her sons. 
 
West Virginia had the highest casualty rate per capita in the nation. There are 711 West Virginians on the Wall. 
 
The Marines of Morenci - They led some of the scrappiest high school football and basketball teams that the little Arizona copper town 
of Morenci (pop. 5,058) had ever known and cheered. They enjoyed roaring beer busts. In quieter moments, they rode horses along the 
Coronado Trail, stalked deer in the Apache National Forest. And in the patriotic camaraderie typical of Morenci's mining families, the 
nine graduates of Morenci High enlisted as a group in the Marine Corps. Their service began on Independence Day, 1966. Only 3 
returned home. 
 
The Buddies of Midvale - LeRoy Tafoya, Jimmy Martinez, Tom Gonzales were all boyhood friends and lived on three consecutive 
streets in Midvale, Utah on Fifth, Sixth and Seventh avenues. They lived only a few yards apart. They played ball at the adjacent 
sandlot ball field. And they all went to Vietnam . In a span of 16 dark days in late 1967, all three would be killed. LeRoy was killed on 
Wednesday, Nov. 22, the fourth anniversary of John F. Kennedy's assassination. Jimmy died less than 24 hours later on Thanksgiving 
Day. Tom was shot dead assaulting the enemy on Dec. 7, Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. 
 
The most casualty deaths for a single day was on January 31, 1968 ~ 245 deaths. 
The most casualty deaths for a single month was May 1968 ~ 2,415 casualties were incurred. 
 
For many Americans who read this they will only see the numbers that the Vietnam War created. To those who survived the war, and to 
the families of those who did not, we see the faces, we feel the pain that these numbers created. We are, until we too pass away, 
haunted with these numbers, because they were our friends, fathers, husbands, wife's, sons and daughters. 
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