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Members of Vermont 1 cele-

brated the Christmas season 

with a dinner party at Eddies 

Restaurant on Friday, Dec 

3rd. Members and families  

enjoyed an early cocktail hour 

followed by a sit down meal. 

After the meal was finished, 

President Rick Jess welcomed 

everyone for coming and 

thanked all for their support 

through out the year. He then 

turned it over to Vice Presi-

dent Joe Young. At this time, 

Joe had Irene Cordio come 

forward and presented her 

with her VT1 Boot Patch. This 

was followed by presenting 

Martha Cole with her VT 1 

Boot Patch. The final presen-

tation of patches was to Bob 

McGuirk. Bob  came forward 

and received his Rocker and 

Eagle. Congratulations to all 

the recipients.  The final pres-

entation of the evening was 

the presentation of a gavel to 

outgoing Rolling Thunder VT1 

president, John, “the Ham-

mer”, Laughton.  John had 

been president of VT1 from 

2005 to 2010. John did a 

great job leading the chapter  

and  heading us into the fu-

ture issues of MIA’s/POW and 

helping all veterans of all 

wars. Joe Young made the 

presentation to the Hammer, 

giving a brief talk about how 

the Hammer had helped Joe 

out upon his return from Iraq. 

John then spoke a few words 

about his past experiences as 

president and his commit-

ment to future of the chapter 

and his dedication to helping 

all veterans of all wars and to 

continue to push for the gov-

ernment to account for all 

MIA’s/POW’s. 

The evening then continued 

on with a Yankee Swap. Lynn 

Laughton ran the swap and 

there was many a laugh shed 

with the entire group. In the 

end, everyone had either 

swapped or kept a gift and 

everyone went home with 

something. The evening then 

concluded and everyone 

wished all A Merry Christmas. 

VE R MO N T  1  CE LE B RAT E S  
CH RI S T MA S  

 

FUTURE EVENTS 

 

Next Meeting: Jan 18 2011 
 

Springfield Motorcycle Show   
Jan 21-23 

 
VT1 Pancake Breakfast 

TBD 
 

VT1 Annual Ride 
May TBD 

 
Ride for the Wall 
Washington, DC 

May 
More information coming 
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On Dec 7, at 1200hrs, mem-

bers of Rolling Thunder VT1 

and Athol and Turners Fall 

Marine Corp League cele-

brated the 64th anniversary 

of the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

Paul Seamans, a WWII vet-

eran was the guest speaker. 

He addressed the gathering in 

a short speech   about his 

early days as a civilian and 

then entered the military for 

duty in WWII.  His main re-

mark and closing remark was 

from a memorial at a school 

he was in and the words ”Do 

Your Best” was the message 

he wanted to get across. Next 

came the presentation of the 

multi services, MIA/POW 

wreath followed by Taps, 

played by George Willard. This 

concluded the ceremony. 

Everyone was invited to the 

French King Restaurant for 

coffee and a light lunch . 

www.rollingthundervt1.
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Members of the chapter paid 

a visit to the Veterans Home 

in Bennington Vermont on 

Dec 11th. The chapter con-

ducted a “Wreaths Across 

America” ceremony along with 

local veterans and employees 

of the home. The wreaths 

were donated by the 

“Worcester Wreath Company” 

from Harrington Maine. 

Wreaths were presented for 

all branches of the military, to 

include “Merchant Marine”, a 

MIA/POW Wreath, and a 

“Gold Star Mother Wreath”. 

The colors were presented 

and posted by the Bennington 

VFW. COB John Laughton 

opened the ceremony and 

welcomed everyone and 

thanked them for coming. He 

then turned it over to chapter 

president Rick Jess  to say a 

few words. Then John started 

the ceremony and the 

wreaths were presented by 

chapter members and local 

veterans. After the formal 

ceremony, veterans were 

asked to lay wreaths at the 

grave sites of seven veterans 

in the home cemetery.  

The chapter was invited in-

side the home and was given 

a tour of the facility. While 

being given the tour, several 

questions were asked by the 

members about different 

things and functions that go 

on at the home. Members 

then talked about different 

things and how the chapter 

can get involved with and help 

out. Some of the things talked 

about were BBQ’s, running 

bingo functions, helping out 

with a fishing day with the 

veterans and other subjects. 

We had a chance to visit with 

some of the veterans as they 

sat and ate lunch in the cafe-

teria. We had the honor of 

meeting a member of the 

famed “Tuskegee  Airman”.  

(a group of all black fighter 

pilots during WWII). We also 

chatted with several other 

veterans from WWII and Ko-

rea. And “NO” we didn’t move 

any tables in the cafeteria this 

year. 
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V E T E R A N S  H O M E  V I S I T  I N  B E N N I N G T O N  
V E R M O N T  

December  2010  

It is the Soldier, not the 

reporter, who has given 

us the freedom of press. 

It is the soldier not the 

poet, who has given us 

the freedom of speech. It 

is the soldier not the or-

ganizer who has given us 

the freedom to demon-

strate. It is the soldier 

who salutes the flag, who 

serves beneath the flag, 

and whose coffin is 

draped by the flag, and 

who allows the protestor 

to burn the flag. 

 

Charles M Province 

 

Some of our members at our  Christmas Party receiving awards and others just having a good time 
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exciting year and lots of help 

and support for all out veter-

ans, continued pressure on 

the current administration for 

the accountability of all our 

MIA/POW’s. Also I am looking 

forward to many good miles of 

riding together in the coming 

year. Keep in mind that while 

we ride for the different rides 

that we do to support other 

groups, we are planning a 

couple of fun rides for our-

selves and friends this year. 

And finally, if anyone has  

I hope everyone will enjoy our 

newsletter. I ask you all to just 

be patient with me as I stum-

ble through the program and 

learn how to build a better 

paper as time goes on. 

Course the bottom line is, if I 

don’t get it right, I just gonna 

kick the hell out of the laptop. 

But, I just want to take a min-

ute to thank all our members 

for their hard work and com-

mitment to making this the 

best chapter in Rolling Thun-

der. I am looking forward to a 

anything they want printed in 

the monthly news letter, drop 

me an e mail. We can make it 

happen. 

 

I wish for all of our members 

and families a very ”Merry 

Christmas and Happy New 

Year”. And please remember 

our MIA/POW’s and their fami-

lies, and all of our service peo-

ple  and families who will not 

be together this Holiday Sea-

son. 
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P R E S I D E N T S  C O R N E R  

E D I T O R ’ S  C O R N E R  

The Marines I have seen 

around the world have the 

cleanest bodies, the filthiest 

minds, the highest morale, 

and the lowest morals of 

any group of animals I have 

ever seen. Thank God for 

the United States Marine 

Corps!  

 

Eleanor Roosevelt, First 

Lady of the United States, 

1945  

                                                            

 

                                                           Welcome everyone to your first issue of Rolling Thunder Vermont                         

                                                           Chapter 1 ( The Cruiser ). First let me start by thanking the person       

                                                           responsible for starting this newsletter and committing to all of you to   

                                                           keep it cruising, Joe Young your Vice President took this task to hand  

                                                           on his own and we should all have input to help him with whatever   

                                                           news he may need.  

 

It is with great pride and honor for me to work with everyone of you supporting our past, present and  

future Veterans needs as well as supporting our mission statement.  In the past few years I have met 

some of the most tremendous people who have served our country and plan to continue meeting more.  

 

Pearl Harbor Day was my first time with Rolling Thunder where I was not working and had the chance to     

attend and what a crowd we had. John Laughton did our Chapter proud and I can not think of anyone 

who could fill his shoes in this role. Thanks John.  

 

The trip to Bennington, VT soldiers home for the Wreaths Across America where John did another out-

standing job as well as our members placing the wreaths. I watched every member of Rolling Thunder 

who traveled with us spending time with the veterans in the cafeteria. It was truly inspiring to see their 

faces as we listened to them and had conversations with them.  

A big thanks to the Bennington VFW for lunch, we were pretty hungry by the time we got there. 

 

2010 has come and gone and we all worked very hard and hopefully everyone went home with a sense 

of accomplishment and satisfaction as a reward. 

2011 plans to be a big year with everything we have planned, remember someone was kind enough to 

introduce you to Rolling Thunder return the favor and introduce someone you know to Rolling Thunder. 

 

Respectfully 

 

Rick Jess 

 

 

 



This story can fit 150-200 

words. 

One benefit of using your 

newsletter as a promotional 

tool is that you can reuse 

content from other marketing 

materials, such as press re-

leases, market studies, and 

reports. 

While your main goal of dis-

tributing a newsletter might 

be to sell your product or ser-

vice, the key to a successful 

newsletter is making it useful 

to your readers. 

A great way to add useful 

content to your newsletter is 

to develop and write your own 

articles, or include a calendar 

of upcoming events or a spe-

cial offer that promotes a new 

product. 

You can also research articles 

or find “filler” articles by ac-

cessing the World Wide Web. 

You can write about a variety 

of topics but try to keep your 

articles short. 

Much of the content you put 

in your newsletter can also be 

used for your Web site. Micro-

soft Publisher offers a simple 

way to convert your newslet-

ter to a Web publication. So, 

when you’re finished writing 

your newsletter, convert it to a 

Web site and post it. 

from which you can choose 

and import into your newslet-

ter. There are also several 

tools you can use to draw 

shapes and symbols. 

Once you have chosen an 

image, place it close to the 

article. Be sure to place the 

caption of the image near the 

image. 

This story can fit 75-125 

words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics 

is an important part of adding 

content to your newsletter. 

Think about your article and 

ask yourself if the picture 

supports or enhances the 

message you’re trying to con-

vey. Avoid selecting images 

that appear to be out of con-

text. 

Microsoft Publisher includes 

thousands of clip art images 
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If the newsletter is distributed 

internally, you might comment 

upon new procedures or im-

provements to the business. 

Sales figures or earnings will 

show how your business is 

growing. 

Some newsletters include a 

column that is updated every 

issue, for instance, an advice 

column, a book review, a let-

ter from the president, or an 

This story can fit 100-150 

words. 

The subject matter that ap-

pears in newsletters is virtu-

ally endless. You can include 

stories that focus on current 

technologies or innovations in 

your field. 

You may also want to note 

business or economic trends, 

or make predictions for your 

customers or clients. 

 

Caption describing picture or graphic. 
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Caption describing picture or 
graphic. 


